THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
questions a Cabinet is simply forced to accept
the view of the Minister principally concerned,
and he in turn the opinion of his permanent
advisers. It is a matter of time and strength,
and flesh, blood, and brains can do no more.
Something has got to be decided, and the man
who is supposed to know prevails. There was
once, I believe, a theory that the Prime Minister
kept an eye on the work of each department, but
if it was ever more than a theory I doubt if now
it exists at all.
The instabilities of Government policy and the
want of time for independent thought are both
part of the price of democracy. In the eighteenth
century the owners of small boroughs were the
powers behind the Speaker's chair. Twenty
years back it was the National Liberal Federa-
tion, reinforced by the Free Church Council.
Lately it was the Trade Union Council, and
whereas the borough owners acted individually
and spasmodically, the Trade Union Council is
highly organized, ever-present, and vigilant, and
cannot be stroked down by tides or ribbons. So
far, happily, there is nothing comparable under
the present Administration, though there have
been times when the National Union of Con-
servative Associations seemed to have aspirations
to play a like part. Under a Protectionist system
there would be a real danger that some per-
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